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are luckier than the millions who are being brought back
from Russian Poland, from the Baltic States, from Italy
and lately from Hungary and Jugoslavia. These foreign
Germans, who have never seen Germany before, must
now serve as Hitler's coolies in the new territory he has
acquired by aggression.
As could be expected, this "homecoming" of foreign
Germans, arranged between Stalin and Hitler, is treated
in the Nazi press as the greatest achievement of modern
times. This achievement consists in an agreement that
the Baltic countries shall drive out the Germans from
what is now Stalin's sphere of influence. We shall see
that some of the newcomers are provided with homes,
ready made, from which their former inhabitants have
been driven out just as ruthlessly as the new Hitler slaves
have been brought in. Yet those who have arrived from
Lithuania and Latvia and have found a home waiting
for them are a small proportion of the homecoming
Germans.
In Berlin, in December, big lorries filled with S.S,
men appeared in the streets. The terrified public expected
another raid, more mass arrests, more trouble. Nothing
of the kind happened. Beating drums and blowing
trumpets the S.S. men asked the people in the streets
to make gifts to the homecoming Germans who were
in desperate need of clothing and other necessities of
life.
Never did a Nazi appeal find so ready a response.
Even from the highly coloured propaganda publications
about the "trek of homecoming Germans" it could easily
be gathered that they were in a pathetic state when they
arrived on German soil. Coming from the cold north,
with little more than a small trunk and one suit or dress,
most of them were shivering in hastily erected barracks